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The year after college I moved back to Cleveland, Ohio to work as a software developer for Key 

Bank.  While working at the bank I also served as a 5
th

 grade religious school teacher and youth 

group advisor at Suburban Temple Kol-Ami.  Part of my responsibilities as the youth group 

advisor involved planning a trip to Washington DC to lead teens in the same Panim el Panim 

program that I attended when I was 16, and that I spoke about on Yom Kippur.  While I assumed 

I would again work with homeless people in DC and instill the same values I had learned on our 

teenagers, the transformational experience on that trip had nothing to do with our trip at all. 

 

My younger cousin Kevin, came on the trip with me as a participant.  We grew up together in 

Cleveland and I had been his baby sitter only a few years prior.  The second night of the trip, as 

everyone was preparing for bed, Kevin asked if he could speak with me in private in my room.  

We went in, and sat down on adjacent beds, and Kevin took a deep breath, looked me in the 

eyes, told me that he was gay.  I was so touched that he felt safe in our relationship to share this 

with me.  I told him what I know to be truth, that just like every other person in this world he too 

is created in God’s image and that it’s great to be able to express who you are as a person.   

 

Kevin’s remarks weren’t all positive, however, as he then thrust a bible in my face and said, “but 

what about this line from Leviticus that says that that a man and should not lie with a man has he 

does a woman?”  Little did I know that three years before rabbinical school this would be my 

first rabbinic test.  I didn’t know what to do say.  I was stunned.  My best friend in college, Mike, 

is gay, I’ve known gay people for a long time and never really thought about a disconnect 

between the religion I love and homosexuality.   

 

I’ve never contemplated these issues because in 2005 and still now in 2012 there aren’t any 

issues.  This line in Leviticus was meant for a time 5000 years ago, a time when Levitical law 

was the law.  The Israelites engaged in sacrifices, and this law was meant to prevent them from 

engaging in acts of idol worship prevalent around them at that time.  5000 years ago.  But this is 
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2012.  I don’t have a good intellectual argument for not following this law.  Just as we make 

informed choices about all Jewish laws, we can turn our backs on this one simply because it’s the 

right thing to do.  I grew up in a Reform movement that in 1987 passed a resolution fully 

welcoming and accepting Gays and Lesibans into our communities as people, as holy as 

everyone else, created in b’tzelem elohim, in God’s image.   

 

This evening we read the story of creation.  God creates man in God’s divine image – b’tzelem 

Elohim. The Torah states: “God created the human beings in God’s image, in the image of God 

God created him, male and female God created them.”
1
  God didn’t create just a few people in 

God’s image, ALL people are created in God’s image.  When we look into the mirror, each one 

of us, we should feel as though aspects of God are looking back at us, in us, and through our 

actions.  Look around the room, everyone one you see as well is created in God’s image.  For 

me, this serves as the basis for loving, caring and helping everyone on this earth.  Love you’re 

your fellow AND your stranger as yourself – that’s the commandment that I try to follow each 

and every day. 

 

Yet each day that we have laws that prevent equality because of who someone is, I feel ashamed.  

I can’t believe that in 2012 American Law prohibits any two people, created in God’s image, to 

marry the person that they love.  This should not be a political issue.  Any two people, Gay, 

straight, black, white, should have the opportunity to have a wedding recognized equally by 

local, state, and federal governments.  We should not tolerate laws that discriminate no matter 

the target group.  All people are created b’tzelem Elohim, in the image of God. 

 

This past June I had the honor of joining two people created in God’s image under the chuppah 

outside of Tel Aviv.  I stood there as witness to the love and sanctity of the relationship that 

Asher and Matti share with each other.  Two Jews who met, fell in love and have the same 

dreams of starting a life and a family together.  Just like many other couples who stood under the 

chuppah - David and Abby, Marc and Julia, John and Jill – all whose marriages share the same 

level of sanctity as Asher and Matti.  Because Israeli law only permits a strict Ultra-orthodox 

marriages within her borders, Asher and Matti actually were married civilly under the laws of the 
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District of Columbia, which permits same sex marriage, before their religious ceremony with 

friends and family.  However, once married anywhere, under Israel law they are now considered 

fully married, because the Jewish state recognizes the rights of any two people to be married and 

have equal protection under the law.  But not here in the land of the free and the home of the 

brave. 

 

There is nothing brave about discriminatory laws or language.  Often I hear the argument that if 

all people are allowed to marry whomever they want, then it will hurt the “sanctity of marriage.”  

It won’t.  Allowing everyone to marry won’t diminish the power of marriage.  In fact marriage 

equality will make it more meaningful for everyone knowing that they will be able to marry who 

they love.  Marriage equality gives hope to those who have been made to feel marginalized by 

hateful language and actions.  Without marriage equality the institution of marriage becomes 

contentious, political and something that can cause guilt knowing that not everyone has the same 

right.  We prize freedoms in our country, and just as we are all free to choose different religious 

practices we should all be free to marry those whom we love under the law.   

 

Unfortunately, marriage has become very intertwined into many laws here in the United States.  

To name a few, These laws affect how a couple can file their taxes, to whom we can bequeath 

our money, and visitation rights in hospitals.  Can you imagine receiving a phone call that 

something tragic happened to the person you love most in the world, only to be denied the right 

to see them?  Tell me how that law makes sense in a country where we are willing to sacrifice 

lives so that other people can be free?  While we should fight to overturn these laws and it 

provides some rationale for marriage equality, we should take because it’s the right thing to do. 

 

And we must take action.  I want to hear that you not only support marriage equality but that you 

have joined me in donating to the Human Rights Campaign which strives to erase hate in our 

community.  I want to hear that we have called our state and federal legislatures urging them to 

pass laws to create a more just society.  I want to hear that Temple Emanuel is the most 

welcoming congregation in Denver for all people created in God’s image.  I want our children to 

know that we are taking action to create a world in which they feel safe and proud to be who they 

are. 
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Kevin finally felt safe telling me who he was in that Holiday Inn seven years ago.  Kevin took 

action.  He not only challenges the laws of Judaism but also embraces them, and this coming 

spring my cousin will join me as a member of the clergy when he is ordained as a Cantor.  Kevin 

will challenge the laws of our country when he and his fiancé Jason celebrate their marriage with 

friends and family next July.  And I am confident that Kevin will continue to be proud of who he 

is and that God’s light will continue to shine through him.  I know that by being himself Kevin 

will be a light to the nations. 

 

We can all be a light to the nations when we stand up for equality and erase hatred in our world.  

I ask you all to join me in blessing that we say each morning thanking God for creating us in 

God’s image.  It goes, “Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, sh’asani (who has made 

me) b’tzelem (in the image) Elohim (of God).”  Blessed are you, Adonai our God, ruler of the 

universe, who has created me, us, and all people in your image.   

 

Ken Y’hi ratzon, may it be God’s will.   

 

Shabbat Shalom. 


